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Suggested Program Structure

▪ What is financial literacy?

▪ Importance of financial knowledge in personal and professional life

▪ Key financial concepts: Income, savings, expenses, budgeting

▪ How to set financial goals

▪ Interactive discussion on money management

▪ Real-life budgeting exercises

▪ Students create a personal budget for a month

▪ Case studies on poor vs. good financial decisions
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▪ What are Capital Markets?

▪ Difference between capital markets and money markets

▪ Role of banks and financial institutions in markets

▪ Supply and demand in financial markets

▪ Use of real-world examples (e.g., stock market news)

▪ Guest speaker (financial expert or banker)

▪ Video documentaries on financial markets

▪ Class debate: "Are capital markets necessary for economic growth?"

▪ What are capital markets?

▪ Primary vs. secondary markets

▪ Stock exchanges and how they work

▪ The role of investors and financial institutions

▪ Role-playing as investors and stockbrokers

▪ Watching and analysing financial news clips

▪ Simulated stock market trading competition

▪ Stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and ETFs

▪ Risk vs. return in investments

▪ Diversification and asset allocation

▪ Understanding inflation and interest rates

▪ Interactive lecture with real investment examples

▪ Case study of famous investment failures and successes

▪ Students create a mock investment portfolio (Virtual Trading Simulation)

▪ Risk assessment exercise (students classify assets by risk level)

▪ Personal financial planning

▪ Debt management (good vs. bad debt)
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▪ Financial scams and how to avoid them

▪ Ethical considerations in financial markets

▪ Real-world case studies (Ponzi schemes, insider trading)

▪ Class discussions on ethical dilemmas in finance

▪ Role-playing scenarios for decision-making

Ethics debate: "Should the government regulate financial markets more strictly?”

▪ Quizzes and Tests on key concepts

▪ Group Projects (e.g., mock investment portfolios)

▪ Student Presentations on financial trends

▪ Participation in Simulations (stock market, budgeting exercises)

▪ Securities and Exchange Commission Toolkit

▪ The Richest Man in Babylon – George S. Clason

▪ The Intelligent Investor – Benjamin Graham

▪ Investopedia (www.investopedia.com)

▪ Yahoo Finance (finance.yahoo.com)

▪ C-trade Virtual Trading Simulator

The purpose of this manual is to equip teachers with the necessary knowledge and skills to effectively 

train students in operating a Virtual Trading Simulation Platform. This simulation provides hands-on 

experience in financial trading, helping students understand market dynamics, investment 

strategies, and risk management.
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By the end of this training, teachers will:

▪ Understand how to navigate and operate the simulation platform.

▪ Develop strategies to teach financial trading concepts effectively.

▪ Guide students in making informed trading decisions.

▪ Assess student performance and engagement in the simulation.

Key Features:

▪ Real-time market data and stock price fluctuations.

▪ Portfolio management tools.

▪ Buying and selling of assets including stocks, forex, and commodities.

▪ Risk analysis and trade history tracking.

User Roles:

▪ Teacher (Administrator Role): Sets up classrooms, assigns challenges, monitors progress.

▪ Student (Trader Role): Participates in simulated trades, analyses trends, and builds 

portfolios.

Effective Teaching Approaches:

▪ Demonstration & Hands-On Practice: Guide students through live trading simulations.

▪ Scenario-Based Learning: Use real-world case studies to illustrate market behaviours.

▪ Collaborative Learning: Encourage teamwork for portfolio management exercises.

Common Challenges & Solutions:

▪ Information Overload: Break down complex concepts into simple lessons.

▪ Technical Issues: Ensure students understand the interface before executing trades.

▪ Emotional Trading: Teach students to base decisions on analysis rather than impulse.

Step 1: Setting Up the Account 

▪ Create an account on the platform.

▪ Assign students to groups if applicable.

Step 2:  Introducing Students to the Platform 

▪ Walk students through the dashboard and main features.

▪ Explain key terms (e.g., bid price, ask price, portfolio diversification).

Step 3:  Initiating Trades

▪ Demonstrate how to research and analyse stocks.

▪ Guide students through placing their first trade.
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Step 4:  Monitoring and Analysing Performance

▪ Teach students how to evaluate their portfolio performance.

▪ Discuss risk vs. reward strategies.

Step 5:  Encouraging Strategic Thinking 

▪ Assign challenges that require analytical decision-making.

▪ Use past market trends to predict future movements.

Assessment Methods:

▪ Quizzes & Tests: Evaluate understanding of trading concepts.

▪ Portfolio Performance Reviews: Assess students’ decision-making processes.

▪ Group Discussions & Reports: Encourage reflective learning.

▪ Final Project: Have students create a mock investment plan based on learned strategies.

Common Issues & Fixes:

▪ Login Problems: Ensure correct credentials and check for platform updates.

▪ Order Execution Delays: Verify market conditions and system functionality.

▪ Data Discrepancies: Cross-check with live market data sources.
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Who creates the account?  The teacher, responsible for supervising student participation. 

How does the teacher 
register   

Step 1: Follow this link 
(https://online.ctrade.co.zw/ctrade/FILES/html/create_accoun
t.php?) 
Step 2: Enter your personal details, accept the terms and 
conditions then click on next
Step 3: Enter your physical address and contact details then 
click next 
Step  4: Submit your application and wait for your account to be 
verified verified 

Submission of account 
details 

Teachers should submit:  
Name of School:  
Name of Teacher:  
Name of Student Team Captain:  
These should be submitted to C-Trade via email: 
c-trade@escrowgroup.org 

Login Page  https:/online.ctrade.co.zw/ctrade/index.php

Login  Credentials  Use the email as username and then input password you 
provided on account creation.  

On-boarding When successful login, you we see a welcome page – click on 
C-Trade fantasy which is a yellow button. 
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Initial virtual funds    Each new account is credited with 1,000,000 (virtual trading 
capital). 

For teachers with existing 
c-trade accounts

Their balances will be reset to 1,000,000 before the 
competition begins. 

  

Who places the trades?     The Student Captain is responsible for executing all buy and sell 
orders on behalf of the team. 

How to buy shares ▪ Go on Equities Tab on Market Watch  
▪ Click buy button on the company you want from the 

market watch  
▪ Step 2 will auto update the order posting form on the far 

right with company, exchange and current price.  
▪ On the form select broker of choice  
▪ Enter quantity i.e. number of shares you want to buy
▪ Verify details and click submit  

How to sell shares ▪ Go on Equities Tab on Market Watch  
▪ Click Sell button on the company you want to sell from the 

market watch (NB: you should have shares in the company 
in order to sell the shares)  

▪ Step 2 will auto update the order posting form on the far 
right with company, exchange and current price.  

▪ On the form select broker of choice  
▪ Enter quantity i.e. number of shares you want to sell  
▪ Verify details and click submit  

members can discuss strategies, but the final execution is done by the Captain.  
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Trading Journal  Each team should keep an electronic trading journal which 
shows: (use A1 as template) 

Date:  
Order type(buy/sell):  
Number of shares bought or sold:  
Share Price:  
Total Value:  
  
This Journal should be submitted to C-Trade via email 
ctrade@escrowgroup.org albert.n@escrowgroup.org cc:    

How to view 
Posted Orders  

Students should navigate and click the My Orders button where 
they can view all orders posted and status of each order 

How to view  
Portfolio   

Students should navigate and click the Portfolio button where 
they can view all the companies they hold and the valuation of 
those holdings    



For more: 

Contact Us
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